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echoed.    Then  came  old Temple  and   a couple of other

men in the house and joined the assembly, and they all filed

off up the staircase of the great tower, whilst I rushed to

the kitchen and, joining my wife, explored the larder.   We

were a biggish party in  the house, so that  luckily there

were joints and meats of sorts in reserve, and  a big ham,

and the well-known galantines from the Lenzburg-fabrique

hard by.   Then, thank goodness, the Swiss takes soup at

luncheon, and what cannot be done in the way of wonders

with the help of the Maggi tablets and plenty of hot water?

No anxiety at all, then, regarding the soup.    This would be

prefaced by caviare, which would add dignity to the banquet.

So far so good.    Bread, what with the servants' supply, ample.

Hot meats sufficient, and the ham and galantine in reserve,

The table was added to at both ends, and bread and fruit

and cakes and flowers crowded on to it.    The soup was to

be served so hot that we should have time to marshal the.

succeeding   course.     Then   there   were   gigantic "Kartoffel

Salads/' and the ladies  of the house-party all  helped  to

decorate the table and arrange flowers and fruits to fill up

gaps on the much - elongated  board.     Bottles   galore   and

ice were brought up from the cellars, and in less than half

an hour the position no longer looked  desperate.    I then

put myself on the trail  of my valuable and  astute friend

Willy Drummond and his following, and after some hunting

through the many mazes of the old Castle, I eventually ran

him to earth in the very topmost story of the Hapsburg

tower.   There, in loyalty to my instructions, he had halted

the party and was delivering a lecture on the architectural

merits of this portion of the building, and the evidences of

its having originally been a Roman watch-tower.    He saw

from the relieved look in my eyes that the position was no

longer acute.     The whole  party was very appreciative of

the beauties of the old place and the merits of their cicerone.

I submitted, however, that they had all promised to take

liijich with me, and that, whatever interests the old Castle

might foave, the duties of hospitality must be fulfilled, and